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scarlet fever, 34 from whooping cough, 13 from diphtheria, and 9 
from the diarrhoeas of childhood. Compared with the returns for 
the previous week, deaths from measles are 25 more, from whooping 
cough 14 more, from diphtheria 7 more, from scarlet fever 2 more, 
and from enteric fever 1 more, while those from the diarrhoeas of 
childhood are 5 fewer. 

"Deaths from influenza numbered 379. They are 227 more than 
in the previous week. 

"Deaths from respiratory diseases numbered 681. They are 310 
more than in the previous week. 

"Deaths of children of less than one year old numbered 344, and 
those of persons of sixty-five and upward 497. The former are 133 
more than in the previous week, and 203 more than in the corre- 
sponding week of last year. The latter are 152 more than in the 
previous week, and 271 more than in the corresponding week of 
last year." 



DEATH RATES IN A GROUP OF INSURED PERSONS. 

COMPARISON OF DEATH RATES FOR PRINCIPAL CAUSES, 19H-1921, AND NOVEMBER 

AND DECEMBER, 1921. 

The following statements and tables are taken from the Statistical 
Bulletin of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. for January, 1922: 

The death rate for 1921 among nearly 14,000,000 industrial policy- 
holders of the company in the United States and Canada was 853.8 
per 100,000, the lowest rate recorded in the history of the company. 
It is 13.7 per cent lower than the rate for 1920, namely, 989.4 per 
100,000, which was the lowest recorded up to that time. The 1921 
death rate is 31.9 per cent lower than that for 1911. Using absolute 
figures representing deaths instead of rates, the low mortality record 
for 1921 means that 18,661 fewer deaths occurred among the policy- 
holders during 1921 than would have occurred had the rate for 1920 
prevailed, and 54,942 fewer deaths than would have occurred if the 
1911 rate had obtained. 

The annual death rate in this selected group, from 1911 to 1920, 
has varied between 74 and 87 per cent of the rate in the registration 
area of the United States. 

Marked declines in the mortality from tuberculosis, pneumonia, 
and influenza were, as in 1920, a large factor in the improvement 
noted in the total mortality. In a period of 11 years the death rate 
for tuberculosis has been almost cut in half. There were also declines 
in mortaUty from Bright's disease and organic heart disease. 
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Dealh rates per 100,000 lines exposed, for prindpal muses, 1911 to 1921. 
[Industrial department, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.] 



Cause of death." 



19211 1920 1919 1918 1917 1916 1915 1914 1913 1912 1911 



All causes of death . 

Typhoid fever 

Communicable diseases 
of childhood 

Measles 

Scarlet fever 

WhoopiRg cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenzaand pneumonia 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Meningococcus menin- 
gitis 

Tuberculosis (all forms). . 

Tuberculosis of re- 
spi ratory system. . . 

Cancer (all forms) 

Diabetes meDitus 

Cerebral hemorrhage, ap- 
oplexy 

Diseases of heart 

Diarrhea and enteritis . . . 

1 to2ycars 

2 years and over 

Chronic nephritis 

(Bright's disease) 

Puerperal state (total) . . 
Puerperalsepticemia 
Puerperal albuminu- 
ria and convulsions. 
Accidents of preg- 
nancy 

Total external causes 

Suicides 

Homicides 

Accidents (total) 

Accidental burns 
Accidental 

drowning 

Accidental 
traumatism, 

by fall 

Accidental 
traumatism, 
bymachines... 
Railroad accident.^;... 
Automobile accident? 
All other acci- 
dents 

War deaths 

Other diseases.^nd condi- 
tions 



853.8 



1,559.2"1,161.1 1,168.1 



1, 130. 9 



1,152.81,199.4 



1,201.2 



1, 253. 



6.6 

37.2 
3.1 
6.9 
3.9 

23.3 

73.1 
8.6 

66.5 



115.1 



43.1 

8.5 

6.0 

6.6 

22.1 

1S9.5 

S3. 5 

1D6.1 

1.0 
137.9 



103.6 124.0 
70.4 69.8 
15.2; 14.1 



60.9 

115.0 

13.9 

6.9 

8.0 

66.7 
19.5 
8.3 

4.8 

1.6 
7a 5 

7.5 

6.6 
56. 

6.5 

8.0 



7.0 



1.0 
3.8 
11, 

18.0 
.1 

1S7.0 



61.3 

117.0 

10.8 

7.0 

8.8 

70.8 
23.0 
8.6 

5.0 

3.1 
72.0) 
6.1 

6.8 

59.6 

8.1 

6.7 



1. 
5. 
II. 1 

19.5 

.5 



7.3 

31 
3.5 
3.9 
3.2 

20.9 
214.1 

90.9 

1.3 
156.5 

141.6 
67.0 
13.4 

59.8 
113. 9 

16. 
7.5 
9.5 

73.5 
20.0 
6.7 

4.8 

3.0 
94.2 

6. 

6.9 
63.8 

8.1 

8.6 



1.6 
5.7 
10.7 

21.2 
16.6 



11.5 

41.6 

8.6 

3.6 

10.1 

19.3 

642.2 

272.4 

269.8 

2.8 
189.0 

171.2 
67.2 
14.0 

61.0 
141.7 
23.4 
11.6 
11.8 

86.8 

27.4 

7.3 

4,9 

6.9 

128,9 

7 

6.2 
75.5 
9.0 

9.4 



2.4 
7.8 
10.3 

26.1 
39.7 



12.1 

46.8 

U.l 

6.0 

5.1 

24.6 

135.4 

14.4 

121.0 

3. 
188.9 

172.3 
70.9 
15.3 

66.8 
142.0 
2,5.5 
11.9 
13.6 

95.7 
18.2 
7.5 

5.1 

1.6 

10S.7 

9.3 

7.4 

76.5 

8. 

8.7 



11.9 



2.0 

8.5 



26. 
13.5 



233. 2 



40.8 

9.9 

4.1 

!).8 

21.0 

138.1 

2.3.8 

114.3 

1.5 
190.2 

172,8 
70.3 
15.9 



1-10.2 
26,2 
12,5 
13.7 

9ao 

17,6 
7.2 

5,0 

1.4 
99.0 

9,8 
6,9 
7S.2 

&8 



13,1! 



l,7j 
7,9 
7.4 

24,6 
9.6 



12.9 

36,4 

5,7 

4,6 

4,7 

21.4 

119,5 

13,0 

Its. 5 

1,3 
197.8 

180,0 
70.9 
15.1 

68.5 
136,7 
24,4 
11,3 
13,1 

95,7 
18.0 

7,2 

4.8 

1.8 
88.2 
12,2 

6,9 
67.3 

&6 

1L9 



1,4 
7.4 
5,4 

20,7 

i;8 



16, 1 IS, 4 



48,2 
fi.9 
9,8 
5,8 
25.7 
111,6 
11,3 
1(X).3 

1,5 
204, 

18,5,2 
69,8 
14.2 

69.2 
138,1 
24.7 
11.9 
12, 

95.4 
19.8 
8.4 

5,1 

1.7 

89,2 

12.3 

7.0 

69.9 

8,4 

10.0 



1.6 
7.5 

4.8 

25,1 



247,1 245,5 



250,5 



58,1 
12,3 
12.7 
5,9 
27,2 

118,4 
12.3 

106.1 

1,7 
206.7 

.186.6 
70,5 
13.9 

67.2 
14a 6 
27.7 
13.2 
14.5 

90.0 
20.0 
9.1 

5.3 

1,7 
98.3 
13,5 

7.2 
77.6 

9.0 

12.1 



13.7 



2,0 
9.0 

4,1 

27,7 



19,1 

46.2 
7.6 
9.0 
5,1 
24.5 
110,2 
1Z3 
103. B 

3,0 
21Z9 

191,5 

7a 

13,7 

7a3 

143.8 
27.6 
12.8 
14,8 

99.4 

ia4 

8.0 

4.8 

1,5 
92,9 
12,4 

6,7 
73.8 

9,1 

laa 



12,7 



1.7 
9,2 

ao 

27,9 



22,8 

58,9 
11.4 
13.1 
7.1 
27.3 

131.2 
1.5.9 

115.3 

(') 
224,6 

203.0 
68,0 
13,3 

64.2 
141,8 
28.0 
13.0 
15,0 

95.0 

19,8 
8.8 

4,7 

1.7 
97.9 
13.3 

7,2 
77.4 



ia2 



13,2 



1.8 
9.5 

2.3 

31.6 



261,9 



267,4 



1 Returns for 1921 were classified in accordance with the requirements of the third decennial revision of 
the International List of Causes of Sielcness andDeatli. Nineteen hundred and twenty-one death rates 
based upon provisional estimate of lives exposed to risk. 

' Not available. 



The death rate for December, 1921, shows a slight increase over 
that for November, the increase being due to higher mortality from 
respiratory conditions and important organic diseases. The rate 
was lower, however, for December, 1921, than for the same month of 
1920. 



February 17, 1922. 



356 



Dmlh rates (annual basis) for principal causes per 100,000 lives exposed, November and 
December, 1921, and December and year, 1920. 

[Industrial department, Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.) 



Cause ol death. 



Death rate per 100,000 lives exposed. 



Decem- 
ber, 1921. 



Novem- 
ber, 1921. 



Decem- 
ber, 1920. 



Year 
1920. 



Total, all causes 

Typhoid fever 

Measles 

Scarlet fever 

Whooping cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Tuberculosis (all forms) 

Cancer 

Meningitis (all forms) 

Cerebral hemorrhage 

Organic diseases of heart 

Pneumonia ( all forms) 

Other respiratory diseases 

Diarrhea and enteritis 

Bright's disease 

Puerperal state , 

Suicides 

Homicides 

Other external causes (excluding suicides and homicides), 

Traumatism by automobile 

All other causes 



6.0 

1.3 

5. 5 

1.1 

31.3 

7.2 

105.6 

76.6 

5.7 

70.6 

124.9 

76.5 

16.2 

7.1 

71.9 

17.0 

6.9 

8.4 

50.2 

12.5 

196. 1 



16.7 



8.7 
.6 

5.0 

1.6 
30.7 

5.2 
95.3 
70.1 

5.3 
62.0 
118.4 
61.1 
15.1 
13.2 
69.1 
16.3 

5.9 

6.3 
51.4 
13.6 
194.1 



5.0 

3.5 

8.8 

4.4 

35.1 

8.6 

12,5. 3 

76.8 

4.6 

66.1 

122.1 

86.7 

17.3 

9.7 

75.3 

17.7 

5.7 

0.9 

58.0 

10.3 

211.4 



989.4 



6.7 

8.5 

6.0 

6.8 

22.1 

53.5 

137.9 

69.8 

.5.2 

61.3 

117.0 

106.1 

18.2 

15.8 

70.8 

23.0 

6.1 

.5.8 

60.1 

11.1 

188.9 



DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED FEB. 4, 1922. 



Summary of information received by telegraph from industrial insurance companies for 
vjeek ended Feb. 4, 1922, and corresponding week, 19-21. (From the Weekly Health 
Index, Feb. 7, 1922, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.) 

Week ended Corresponding 
Feb. 4, 1922. week, 1921. 

Policies inforce 48,750,583 4.5,778,701 

Number of death claims 9, 346 8, 621 

Death claims per 1,000 policies in force, annual rate 10. 9. 8 



